
[Insert MP’s full name] 
Member of Parliament 
House of Commons
Ottawa, Ontario
Canada
K1A 0A6

Dear Member [insert last name]:

Re:	Canada Transport Review Report: Marine Transport Recommendations

I write today in support of the Seafarers’ International Union of Canada (“SIU”).  The SIU represents the majority of unlicensed sailors working aboard vessels on the Great Lakes, the St. Lawrence River, on the East Coast, West Coast, and Arctic Regions.

I am a maritime employee, working in the [insert industry] and I am writing to you today to raise my great concern with regard to the recent Canada Transport Review Report, tabled in Parliament on February 25, 2016. Specifically, with regard to the below Marine Transport Recommendations: 

· The Review recommends that the Government of Canada act to increase the competitiveness of Canadian shipping and competition in the short sea shipping market by:
· b) modernizing recruiting and training of Canadian seafarers, and improving processes for attracting and certifying foreigner workers with needed skill sets
· c) phasing-out the operating restrictions on the basis of reciprocity in the Coasting Trade Act, beginning immediately with container services; eliminating restrictions altogether within a transition period of no more than seven years; 
· d) phasing-out all remaining duties on imported vessels within a transition period of no more than seven years to respect Canadian ship-owners’ recent investments in specialized vessels; 
· e) aligning regulations governing Canadian-flagged ship operators to put them on a competitive basis with international operators who would be gaining access to Canada’s domestic trades.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  http://www.tc.gc.ca/eng/ctareview2014/CTAR_Vol1_EN.pdf ] 


While the CTA review report makes recommendations with regard to maritime workers, I will take this opportunity to note that labour organizations such as SIU were at no time consulted by the Honourable David Emerson P.C., O.B.C. and his staff during the development of this report. 



By way of background, it is important to generally understand the rules regarding “cabotage” for foreign-flagged vessels in Canada.  “Cabotage,” also known as “coasting trade,” refers to the domestic transportation of goods or passengers by ship between two places within Canada.[footnoteRef:2]  Under Canadian law, generally, foreign ships are not allowed to engage in Cabotage.[footnoteRef:3]  A foreign ship may only engage in Cabotage if no Canadian vessel is available and a special permit to do so has been issued by the Canadian Transportation Agency (a “CTA Waiver”). [footnoteRef:4] Since 2013, over 260 CTA Waivers have been issued to foreign-flagged ships to engage in Cabotage in Canada.  [2:  Section 2(1) of the Coasting Trade Act (S.C. 1992, c. 31) defines “cabotage” as including “the carriage of goods by ship, or by ship and any other mode of transport, from one place in Canada or above the continental shelf of Canada to any other place in Canada or above the continental shelf of Canada”.]  [3:  See section 3(1) of the Coasting Trade Act.]  [4:  See section 4(1) of the Coasting Trade Act.] 


The growing use of foreign flagged vessels in Canada has cost our country’s maritime industry thousands of jobs. These are skilled and qualified Canadians who are without work due to the previous government’s inability to follow cabotage laws. Further relaxation of these rules would only lead to the complete erosion of the Canadian domestic shipping industry. 

I urge you to immediately reject these recommendations as part of the Canadian Transport Review Report, on the grounds that, if enacted, they will lead to the further unemployment of thousands of skilled Maritime workers.  

Thank you for taking the time to review my concerns. 

Sincerely,

[Insert signature]


[Insert Full Name]
[Title, Organization]




